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Garbage, garbage.

Is garbage only equals $1500 in Hong Kong? When we see the advertisement
of cleaning Hong Kong we could see a simple cause and effect relationship of
why we keep Hong Kong clean, cleaning is also about mo

ney. In every keep clan Ad, we could see another cause and effect—once you
throw the rubbish in the garbage bin, the environment will become clean, tidy,
healthy...sometimes there is rainbow coming out. But does the story ends
with the garbage bin?

Garbage isn’t just something we dumped, it relates to many social issues and
contain many possibilities. The Garbage Show is aimed at providing different
angles for audiences to see what garbage really means and how it could

transform.

The whole exhibition is composed of 3 parts, including web project Garbage
Portray, video screening Rubbish Light and installation 72 bamboos word.
The Garbage Portray is a web album collecting images of garbage stations
from different regions in Hong Kong. Audiences could send the pictures of
garbage stations to an email address stated in the leaflet, and they will be
uploaded to the web album for everyone to browse. In fact garbage station
does reflect the nearby social status and also the characteristic of the one
who manage it. Is it well organized or messy? Are there many ‘new garbage’?
This dynamic project encourages audiences to participates in the work and

will become more and more interesting as the number of photos increase.

Apart from the garbage station we could see everyday, what else relates to
garbage? Cleaning workers have been an forgotten group, they usually work
alone and do not have enough power to negotiate with the contractors and
thus the contractors exploits them on cutting wages, increasing workload and
violating the law. The video Garbage Light is a documentary produced by
Hong Kong Women Workers Associations (HKWWA). By investigating two
cases of female cleaning workers, it reflects a problem that we would not think
of when we throw something away. We will see that the clean environment we

are enjoying is maintained by their sweat and blood.



The last part is an installation work called 12 bamboos word. This work is
made by garbage collected from different garbage stations. In fact garbage
has been a source of materials for artists, however it seldom serves as a
source of idea and a theme of a work. 12 bamboos word tries to focus on
garbage itself. In China, the Taoist thinks that everything have spirit, if the

garbage does, what is it thinking of when being dumped in the garbage station?

In the dictionary, garbage is defined as ‘something that is discarded, rubbish,
trash, junk, waste, refuse; anything thought to be worthless or substandard’,
but it does contain many possibilities and relates to many social issues, all it

takes is to take some time, stop by and have a good look.

Curator: Hamlet, Lin Yiu Bong



